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Listener Q + A

Listener Comment - Holy Bible vs the Koran
I have been listening to your radio program here in Shreveport LA and I do enjoy it. I'm a 55
yr old black man, a believer in Christ Jesus, which I believe to be the Son of God, I also
believe in Israel and I always pray for them, I believe in the teachings of Christ's holy
Apostles, but I do have a question about my son's religion .. can you enlighten me about your
comparison between the Holy Bible and the Koran. I'm thinking that the Holy Bible may be
more superior than the Koran, share with me your 
understanding in all of this?

Tsiyon Answer - Holy Bible vs the Koran
I'm glad you are hearing our program, and even more glad to hear that you put your trust in the
Son of God. Brother, you're right about the Bible. It is far superior to the Koran. The Koran (or
Qur’an) claims to be the definitive word from God, as does the Bible. These two books do not
agree on important details, so both cannot be true. Here are two reasons among many why the
claims of the Koran cannot compete with the Bible.

1. There are no ancient copies of the Koran dating before 750 AD. This is long
after many of the events occurred that both the Bible and the Koran talk about.
The difference is that these events were written down in the documents that were
compiled into the Bible WHEN THEY HAPPENED, making the Bible account
far more believable. The oldest Bible manuscripts date from centuries BEFORE
Christ - far older and more reliable than the relative newcomer, the Koran.

2. The Koran is totally based on the testimony of just one man; Muhammad.
According to Islamic tradition, Mohammad received revelations from the angel
Gabriel repeatedly over a period of twenty-three years. After each revelation
Mohammad dictated the words to scribes, who then wrote them down. These
dictated "revelations" taken together allegedly comprise the Koran. The problem
here is obvious. There are no confirming witnesses to one word of anything
Mohammad said.
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The Bible has no such problem. Forty men wrote the Bible over a period of
1,600 years, yet all of it is in agreement. Much of the Bible contains multiple
witnesses to the same events, the Four Gospels, for example. Further, the Bible
is firmly grounded in history and has time and again been verified by science,
geography, archaeology, and other non-biblical literature. The Bible does not ask
us to take the word of just one witness when something so important as our faith
is concerned. The Scripture declares: "At the mouth of two witnesses, or at the
mouth of three witnesses, shall a matter be established." According to this rule
the Koran cannot be accepted. (Deut 19:15)

Only the Bible gives us the true history of God's relationship to man, and gives us the answer
to our greatest need - the need to be saved from sin and death through Y'shua the Messiah! I
hope this will give you some good points to bring to your son's attention.

Listener Comment - Silence in Heaven and start of Tribulation?
I have been listening to your podcast titled "Wormwood" and I heard you state that the 7th seal
unleashes the tribulation. Are you referring to a 3 1/2 yr great tribulation of the full 7yr
tribulation? If the full 7 yr trib, what scripture do you have to support the 7yr trib beginning
with the 1/2 hr of silence in heaven?

Tsiyon Answer - Silence in Heaven and start of Tribulation
Thanks for your questions. As you know, the term "Great Tribulation" is used in two ways as:

1. The period of 3.5 years, comprising the period of the anti-christ's reign.

2. The period of 7 years, the "70th week" of Dan 9:24-27 which culminates in
the 3.5 year reign of anti-christ, terminated by the return of Messiah and the
battle of Armageddon.

In the program you mention I am referring to the "Tribulation" in this 2nd fuller sense, the full
"70th week" of Daniel.

Revelation 8 follows a similar pattern of the start of the Tribulation as found in the prophets.

For example, Habbakuk chapter 2 ends with this verse:

"But YHWH is in His holy temple. Let all the earth be silent before Him."  Hab
2:20

Notice that this is the same picture as Revelation 8, YHWH in His Temple and a call to silence.
This is followed in Habakkuk chapter 3 with the picture of YHWH taking stock of the world
before Him .. and then startling the nations with what appears to be a global earthquake:

"He stood and surveyed the earth; He looked and startled the nations. Yes, the
perpetual mountains were shattered, The ancient hills collapsed. His ways are
everlasting."  Hab 3:6

This tracks very closely with Revelation 8 and the celestial events which follow the "silence."
It is clearly speaking of a point when YHWH startles the nations by openly manifesting His
Godship over the natural creation, as in days of old, expressing His wrath toward the nations
on behalf of His people.

"The mountains saw You and quaked; The downpour of waters swept by. The
deep uttered forth its voice, It lifted high its hands. Sun and moon stood in their
places; They went away at the light of Your arrows, At the radiance of Your
gleaming spear. In indignation You marched through the earth; In anger You
trampled the nations. You went forth for the salvation of Your people, For the
salvation of Your anointed." Hab 3:10-13
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These verses can be talking about nothing else but the start of the Tribulation, when YHWH will unleash celestial disasters upon the
wicked, as also related in Rev 8. I will be offering more about this in a future volume of The Messianic Revelation Series.
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While some still see talk of extraterrestrials as meaningless nonsense from the lunatic fringe, others protest that ET believers are
hardly a fringe element, today numbering in the multiple millions. Many of your neighbors believe in aliens. What will you tell them
when they ask you for your opinion? Listen to our latest program so you can tell them the truth and present the facts -   so-called
"extraterrestrials" originate with the occult.

Blessings and Shalom,

Eliyahu ben David
www.tsiyon.org
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